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D orothy Tyler Obrochta

August 18, 1947 to November 13, 2023

Dorothy Obrochta was born and raised in Madison Heights, Virginia, the daughter of Stephen

and Mary Cabiness Tyler. She graduated from Amherst County High School in 1965 where she
learned to play the French horn and attended Randolph-Macon Women’s College (now Randolph
College) in Lynchburg, Virginia, graduating in 1965 with a bachelor’s degree in biology. While in

college, she played horn with the Lynchburg Fine Arts Orchestra.

Dorothy met Andy Obrochta in 1966 when they signed up for a computer dating service and

apparently lied to the same questions the same way. This was back when computer programs
used hole-punch cards. They were married June 14, 1969, one week after her graduation and two
weeks after his. The reception was held in her back yard with her uncle Tony Cerillo providing a

homemade wedding cake.

Dorothy and Andy lived in Charlottesville, Virginia, for a short time while Andy completed his
master’s at the University of Virginia. From there they moved to Fort Worth Texas, where their

son Steve was born in 1973. Andy transferred from the Fort Worth District Corps of Engineers to
the Tulsa District in 1978. They have lived in Tulsa ever since.

While in Tulsa, Dorothy attended the University of Tulsa where she earned a second BA degree,
Magna Cum Laude, in 1984 and an MA in Industrial and Organizational Psychology in 1986. She
co-authored several papers including one on predictors of intent to change doctors, which she

affectionately referred to as the “happy doc” paper.

On February 25, 2023 Dorothy was admitted to the hospital with severe abdominal pain, and a

malignant tumor was surgically removed from her pancreas on the second of March. She had
chemo and radiation but eventually succumbed to the cancer.
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Dorothy attended Tulsa Christian Fellowship the entire time she lived in Tulsa. She is survived by
her husband Andy, her son, Stephen (and wife Sato), of Akita Japan, her sister Beth (and husband

Derek) of Laurel Bloomery, NC, and 6 nephews and nieces. She was preceded in death by her
parents, and her identical twin sister Marian.

In accordance with her wishes, her body has been cremated. There will be a memorial service on
December 4 at 10:30 at Tulsa Christian Fellowship. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the American Cancer Society.
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Celebration of Life Memorial Service

Tulsa Christian Fellowship

2121 East 3rd Street, Tulsa, OK

Cemetery Details

Floral Haven Memorial Gardens

6500 S 129th E Ave, Broken Arrow OK 74012

Events Mrs Dorothy Francis Obrochta
AUG  18, 1947 - NOV  13, 2023

Monday, December 4, 2023

10:30 AM CT
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DT David Lee Turner posted:

Mrs Dorothy was a nice and and friendly and blessed lady

November 23 at 1:23 PM

BS Bill Sullivan shared 11 photos to the More pictures of Dorothy album.

November 15 at 7:03 AM

BS Bill Sullivan posted:

Dorothy was a faithful follower of Christ, a very smart woman, and much loved by all of us at Tulsa

Christian Fellowship. She will be deeply missed, but we are grateful her suffering is over, and that she

is now in the presence of the Lord Jesus whom she loved and served.

November 15 at 7:03 AM
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BS Bill Sullivan shared 11 photos to the More pictures of Dorothy album. November 16 at 2:22 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Dorothy by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


